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We	 continue	 to	 focus	 on	 building	 a	 collection	 that	




of	 legal	 practice	 in	 the	 colonies	 and	 early	 America—
writs,	 complaints,	 agreements,	 docket	 books,	 and	
more!		You	will	also	see	that	we	continue	to	add	to	our	










The	 earliest	 form	 of	 case	 reporters,	 year	 books	 con-
tained	short	reports	of	cases	decided	in	the	reign	of	a	
particular	monarch.		This	printing	from	Thomas	Wight	
contains	reports	 from	both	reigns	and	has	 the	 initials	










decided	 in	 the	 Courts	 of	 Assize—the	 local	 criminal	
courts	 around	 England	 and	Wales	—rather	 than	 just	






the	 few	 notable	 original	 works	 of	 legal	 literature	 to	
come	out	of	17th	century	England.	Finch's	attempt	 to	








both	 his	 Short	 Treatise	 Touching	 Sheriffs	 Ac-
compts	 (London,	1683)	and	his	Tryal	 of	Witches	 at	 the	
Assizes…	 (London,	1682).	 	The	latter	work	is	a	record	
of	 the	witchcraft	 trials	 at	 Bury	 St.	 Edmonds	 in	 1662,	
over	which	 Hale	 presided.	 Two	 elderly	widows	were	
convicted	by	the	jury	on	thirteen	counts	of	witchcraft;	
Hale	sentenced	them	to	death,	and	they	were	hanged.	





Lawyers	 have	 always	 loved	 forms	 for	 pleadings,	 mo-
tions,	and	other	court	ϐilings.	Why	start	 from	scratch?	







scholars	 now	 attribute	 it	 to	 Joseph	 Story,	 who	 was	






Mitford’s	work,	 like	American	 Precedents,	 appears	on	
Deane’s	inventory	below	and	was	a	common	presence	
in	19th	century	American	libraries.	The	English	Court	
of	 Chancery	 was	 an	 equity	 court	 that	 heard	 matters	
involving	 trusts,	 land	 law,	 and	 guardianships;	 it	 was	























we	 own	 as	 part	 of	 our	 working	 lawyer’s	 collection.	
That	 collection	was	 built	 based	 on	 an	 analysis	 of	 the	










Russell's	 best	 known	 work,	 which	 would	 go	 through	








Doughty.	 	 In	October	 1690,	Doughty	obtained	 a	 judg-
ment	 against	 Smith,	who	 apparently	 failed	 to	 pay	up.		




makes	 clear,	 this	 was	 a	 time	 of	 debtors’	 prisons.	 If	






Unlike	 the	 other	works	 in	 the	 ϐirst	 few	 cabinets,	 this	
humble	 book	was	 not	 necessarily	widely	 read,	 and	 it	












Michael	 von	 der	 Linn	 at	 Lawbook	 Exchange	 led	 to	 a	
summary	of	 the	 subsequent	 ϐindings	by	 the	grand	 ju-
ry.	 	Apparently,	 despite	 ϐinding	 that	 Jesse	 fatally	 shot	
Betty	in	the	neck	in	an	act	of	premeditation,	the	grand	
jury	 returned	 the	bill	 of	 indictment	with	 the	notation	
"ignoramus,"	 which	 means	 that	 the	 bill	 was	 rejected	
and	 the	 parties	 discharged.	 One	 has	 to	 wonder	 how	











Medad	 Negro,	 identiϐied	 as	 the	 manservant	 of	 Seth	
Dwight,	 is	 accused	 of	 burning	 down	 Allis's	 barn.	Me-
dad	 apparently	 confessed.	 	 On	 the	 back	 of	 the	 com-
plaint,	 we	 can	 see	 that	 three	 witnesses—Elisha	 Allis	
(presumably	the	son	of	 the	complainant),	David	Beld-
ing,	 and	 Jonathan	 Bardwell,	 put	 up	 10	 pounds	 bond	
each	to	testify.	Israel	Williams,	the	Justice	of	the	Peace	





Woodward’s	 caricature	 plays	 on	 the	 differences	 be-
tween	 justices	of	 the	peace	and	attorneys.	The	 justice	
of	the	peace	has	a	scruffy	little	dog	and	a	haughty	look-
ing	assistant;	he	also	has	a	common	J.P.	manual	(Burn’s	
Justice)	open	on	 the	 table	before	him.	 In	 the	adjacent	
pane,	the	lawyer	is	excited	to	get	a	new	client	bringing	
in	business	in	the	form	of	a	presumably	lucrative	law-








vania.	 In	 this	 book,	 he	 documented	 recorded	 deposi-
tions	 and	 tracked	 his	 expenses.	 He	 handled	 a	 wide	








ministrated	 to	 lawyers	 trying	 cases	 before	 the	 court	
and	 their	 signatures	 accepting	 the	 oath.	What	 a	 con-

















promise	 for	 nabbing	 fruit	 thieves?	 Interestingly,	 our	







U.S.	 Congress.	 Story	 was	 a	 longtime	 supporter	
of	 federal	 bankruptcy	 legislation.	 The	 ϐirst	 federal	
Bankruptcy	Act,	adopted	in	1800,	had	been	repealed	in	
1803.	When	this	letter	was	written,	Congress	was	con-
sidering	 a	 new	 bankruptcy	 bill,	 which	 Story	 clearly	
supported.	 His	 correspondent,	 William	 Tudor,	 had	
asked	 for	 Story's	 support	 in	 securing	 a	 position	 as	 a	
Commissioner	 of	 Bankruptcy	 under	 the	 new	 legisla-
tion,	 if	 passed.	 Story	 voices	 his	 support	 while	 noting	
that	 it's	 unclear	 who	would	 have	 the	 power	 to	make	
the	appointment--the	executive	or	the	judiciary.	In	the	
end,	the	law	that	was	the	subject	of	the	letter	failed	to	


























tailed	 his	 view	 that	 inductive	 reasoning	 is	 the	 best	
method	 for	 scientiϐic	 inquiry.	 	 This	new	acquisition	 is	
the	 second	edition,	which	was	published	 in	Latin	 (the	
ϐirst	is	in	English).	The	title	page	features	a	ship	boldly	
pushing	past	the	Pillars	of	Hercules,	a	mythical	symbol	
of	 the	 outermost	 bounds	 of	 knowledge.	 The	 Latin	
phrase	 beneath	 the	 picture	 comes	 from	 the	 Book	 of	





(son	 of	 the	 great	 impressionist	 Camille)	 and	 his	wife,	
Esther.	It’s	a	stunning	little	book,	printed	on	handmade	
paper	 with	 beautiful	 type	 and	 borders.	 Two-hundred	
twenty-six	copies	were	printed,	and	200	of	those	were	


























ginalia	 in	 his	 hand.	 Lincoln	was	 a	 Revolutionary	War	
soldier;	a	drafter	of	the	U.S.	Constitution,	counsel	in	the	
landmark	Quock	 Walker	 case	that	deemed	slavery	in-
consistent	with	the	dictates	of	 the	Massachusetts	Dec-
laration	of	Rights;	governor	of	Massachusetts;	and	U.S.	
Attorney	General	under	Thomas	Jefferson.			
Gift	of	Daniel	R.	Coquillette	
